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Murakami, “The Elephant Vanishes”; Mishima, “Patriotism” 
“The Elephant Vanishes”:

1. How would you characterize the protagonist of “The Elephant Vanishes”?  (circle one)
spontaneous

reckless


methodical


comical

2.  Explain your answer to question 1.

3. What is the most important quality of a “kit-chin”, according to the protagonist’s PR campaign?

4. How does the PR campaign about the “kit-chin” relate thematically to the disappearance of the elephant?

“Patriotism”:

5. Were Reiko and Shinji a happy couple?
6. How do they feel emotionally about committing suicide?   Why is this?
7. In “Literature and Geography” Tuan describes three ways in which imaginative literature can be useful to the geographer.  Discuss how either story could be useful to a geographer in one of the three ways.

